§0.331

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS
BUREAU

§0.331 Authority delegated.

The Chief, Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau, is hereby delegated au-
thority to perform all functions of the
Bureau, described in §0.131, subject to
the following exceptions and limita-
tions.

(a) Authority concerning applications.
(1) The Chief, Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau shall not have author-
ity to act on any radio applications
that are in hearing status.

(2) The Chief, Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau shall not have author-
ity to act on any complaints, petitions
or requests, whether or not accom-
panied by an application, when such
complaints, petitions or requests
present new or novel questions of law
or policy which cannot be resolved
under outstanding Commission prece-
dents and guidelines.

(b) Authority concerning forfeitures and
penalties. The Chief, Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau, shall not
have authority to impose, reduce, or
cancel forfeitures pursuant to the Com-
munications Act of 1934, as amended,
and imposed under regulations in this
chapter in amounts of more than
$80,000 for commercial radio providers
and $20,000 for private radio providers.
Payments for bid withdrawal, default
or to prevent unjust enrichment that
are imposed pursuant to Section 309(j)
of the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, and regulations in this chap-
ter implementing Section 309(j) gov-
erning auction authority, are excluded
from this restriction.

(c) Authority concerning applications
for review. The Chief, Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau shall not have
authority to act upon any applications
for review of actions taken by the
Chief, Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau pursuant to any delegated au-
thority, except that the Chief may dis-
miss any such application that does
not comply with the filing require-
ments of §1.115 (d) and (f) of this chap-
ter.

(d) Authority concerning rulemaking
proceedings. The Chief, Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau shall not have
the authority to act upon notices of
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proposed rulemaking and inquiry, final
orders in rulemaking proceedings and
inquiry proceedings, and reports aris-
ing from any of the foregoing except
such orders involving ministerial con-
forming amendments to rule parts, or
orders conforming any of the applica-
ble rules to formally adopted inter-
national conventions or agreements
where novel questions of fact, law, or
policy are not involved. In addition, re-
visions to the airport terminal use list
in §90.35(c)(61) of this chapter need not
be referred to the Commission. Also,
the addition of new Marine VHF fre-
quency coordination committee(s) to
§80.514 of this chapter need not be re-
ferred to the Commission if they do not
involve novel questions of fact, policy
or law, as well as requests by the
United States Coast Guard to:

(1) Designate radio protection areas
for mandatory Vessel Traffic Services
(VTS) and establish marine channels as
VTS frequencies for these areas; or

(2) Designate regions for shared com-
mercial and non-commercial vessel use
of VHF marine frequencies.

(3) Designate by footnote to fre-
quency table in §80.373(f) of this chap-
ter marine VHF frequencies are avail-
able for intership port operations com-
munications in defined port areas.

[60 FR 35506, July 10, 1995, as amended at 61
FR 26465, May 28, 1996; 62 FR 40285, July 28,
1997; 65 FR 43715, July 14, 2000; 67 FR 63284,
Oct. 11, 2002]

§0.332 Actions taken under delegated
authority.

In discharging the authority con-
ferred by §0.331, the Chief, Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau, shall es-
tablish working relationships with
other bureaus and staff offices to as-
sure the effective coordination of ac-
tions taken in the following areas of
joint responsibility:

(a) [Reserved]

(b) Requests for waiver of tower
painting and lighting specifications—
Enforcement Bureau.

(c) Matters involving
communications—Enforcement
reau.

(d) Complaints involving equal em-
ployment opportunities—Office of Gen-
eral Counsel.

emergency
Bu-
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(e) Requests for use of frequencies or
bands of frequencies shared with broad-
cast, common carrier, or government
services—Office of Engineering and
Technology and appropriate operating
bureau.

(f) Requests involving coordination
with other Federal or state agencies
when appropriate—Office of General
Counsel, Office of Engineering and
Technology or operating bureau.

(g) Proposals involving possible
harmful impact on radio astronomy or
radio research installations—Office of
Engineering and Technology.

[40 FR 4423, Jan. 30, 1975, as amended at 44
FR 11070, Feb. 27, 1979; 44 FR 39180, July 5,
1979; 50 FR 27953, July 9, 1985; 51 FR 12615,
Apr. 14, 1986; 51 FR 20290, June 4, 1986; 52 FR
5288, Feb. 20, 1987; 59 FR 26971, May 25, 1994;
60 FR 5325, Jan. 27, 1995; 60 FR 35507, July 10,
1995; 61 FR 8477, Mar. 5, 1996; 64 FR 60722,
Nov. 8, 1999]

§§0.333-0.337 [Reserved]
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES

§0.341 Authority of administrative law
judge.

(a) After an administrative law judge
has been designated to preside at
ahearing and until he has issued an ini-
tial decision or certified the record to
the Commission for decision, or the
proceeding has been transferred to an-
other administrative law judge, all mo-
tions, petitions and other pleadings
shall be acted upon by such adminis-
trative law judge, except the following:

(1) Those which are to be acted upon
by the Commission. See §1.291(a)(1) of
this chapter.

(2) Those which are to be acted upon
by the Chief Administrative Law Judge
under §0.351.

(b) Any question which would be
acted upon by the administrative law
judge if it were raised by the parties to
the proceeding may be raised and acted
upon by the administrative law judge
on his own motion.

(¢) Any question which would be
acted upon by the Chief Administrative
Law Judge or the Commission, if it
were raised by the parties, may be cer-
tified by the administrative law judge,
on his own motion, to the Chief Admin-
istrative Law Judge, or the Commis-
sion, as the case may be.
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(d) In the conduct of routine broad-
cast comparative hearings involving
applicants for only new facilities, i.e.,
cases that do not involve numerous ap-
plicants and/or motions to enlarge
issues, the presiding administrative
law judge shall make every effort to
conclude the case within nine months
of the release of the hearing designa-
tion order. In so doing, the presiding
judge will make every effort to release
an initial decision in such cases within
90 days of the filing of the last respon-
sive pleading.

(e) Upon assignment by the Chief Ad-
ministrative Law Judge, Administra-
tive Law Judges, including the Chief
Judge, will act as settlement judges in
appropriate cases. See 47 CFR 1.244 of
this chapter.

[29 FR 6442, May 16, 1964, as amended at 37
FR 19372, Sept. 20, 1972; 41 FR 14870, Apr. 8,
1976; 56 FR 792, Jan. 9, 1991; 62 FR 4170, Jan.
29, 1997]

§0.347 Record of actions taken.

The official record of all actions
taken by an Administrative Law
Judge, including initial and rec-

ommended decisions and actions taken
pursuant to §0.341, is contained in the
original docket folder, which is main-
tained in the Reference Information
Center of the Consumer and Govern-
mental Affairs Bureau.

[64 FR 60722, Nov. 8, 1999, as amended at 67
FR 13221, Mar. 21, 2002]

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE

§0.351 Authority delegated.

The Chief Administrative Law Judge
shall act on the following matters in
proceedings conducted by hearing ex-
aminers:

(a) Initial specifications of the time
and place of hearings where not other-
wise specified by the Commission and
excepting actions under authority dele-
gated by §0.296.

(b) Designation of the hearing exam-
iner to preside at hearings.

(c) Orders directing the parties or
their attorneys to appear at a specified
time and place before the hearing ex-
aminer for an initial prehearing con-
ference in accordance with §1.251(a) of
this chapter. (The administrative law
judge named to preside at the hearing



